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T
he environment for power,

cable, and telecommunica-

tions providers is changing

rapidly. A combination of technolo-

gy advances, regulatory upheaval,

and evolving service models 

have brought new cross-industry

opportunities to a variety of com-

panies who are seeking to retain

customers and create new revenue

streams. The key to taking advan-

tage of these new opportunities 

is in providing multiple bundled

services to the home, such as:

Automatic Meter Reading (AMR)

Demand Side Management
(DSM) and Demand Limiting

Home Security

Appliance Monitoring and
Maintenance

Personal Monitoring for 
the Elderly and Disabled

Home Automation

By offering multiple services as 

a bundled package, utilities can

reduce customer churn, enter new

markets, and gain an important

foothold in the new world of home

communications. The challenge is

in deploying the infrastructure for

these services at the right cost.

The establishment of a reliable,

flexible, low-cost home telemetry

communications channel is the

key to obtaining this infrastructure.

The Changing Utility Environment 
A Key Opportunity for Multi-Service Home Telemetry
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E
stablishing a home commu-

nications channel can be

accomplished in the most

flexible and future-proof way by

taking advantage of existing tech-

nology standards. By adhering to

open standards in home network-

ing, you gain the advantage of

multiple in-home device vendors

and ready-to-go communications

between home control systems

such as meters, security systems,

and lighting. By adhering to

Internet standards in accessing

the home, you take advantage of

the enormous efforts being made

in this area to cost-effectively

deliver Internet access, such as

dial-up PPP, cable modem, ISDN,

and DSL.

EIA-709 (LonWorks®) is the lead-

ing international standard for

home control networking, sup-

porting both powerline media for

existing homes and twisted pair

for new homes. Due to the wide

adoption of this standard in 

commercial building automation,

many control systems such as

energy and security are already

based upon EIA-709. Internet

Protocol (IP) also offers the advan-

tage of multiple media in address-

ing the wide area connection to

the home, and along with related

Web technologies has become the

ubiquitous standard for accessing

information of any kind.

The Advantages
of Open Network Connectivity Solutions for the Home
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C
oactive Networks has

developed unique patent-

pending technology which,

as realized in the IOConnect

Architecture™ and the Coactive

Connector® 2000 Series, provides

the reliability and scalability

required for home connectivity 

at a new price/performance ratio.

Coactive’s breakthrough technology

is enabling players in this market

to move forward aggressively with

a home telemetry solution which

meets immediate revenue oppor-

tunities while providing a clear

path to future enhancements 

and expanded services. As a tech-

nology leader and first-to-market

innovator, Coactive offers the most

advanced solutions available for

wide-area connectivity to the home

control network: 

Reliability and Flexibility

Coactive offers a general network-

ing solution to provide flexible

access to home control devices

and appliances, enabling the estab-

lishment of multiple services and

providing a clear path to future

enhancements.

Scalability and Robustness

Coactive’s unique approach, based

upon distributed object technology,

allows the deployment of systems

scalable to millions of homes,

while maintaining robustness and

performance.

Low Cost of Ownership

Manageability features and 

software upgradeability allow

Coactive to offer a solution that

minimizes total cost of ownership

by simplifying system management

and maintenance.

Short Time-to-Market Solution

Coactive’s solution is based on 

an existing technology architec-

ture and shipping products. This

assures the shortest time to 

market and the lowest possible

technical and project risk. 

Cost Effectiveness

Coactive’s solution is based on a

next-generation design using state-

of-the-art components, making it

extremely cost effective. Coactive’s

history and ongoing commitment

to aggressive R&D investments

will continue to push the envelope

of price/performance.

Coactive Networks
Breakthrough Connectivit y

Solutions for Home Telemetry

About Coactive
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Coactive Networks is dedicated to

bridging the gap between the control

and data networking worlds and

extending the reach of Internet tech-

nologies to the control systems in our

homes and businesses. The leader in

providing LonWorks connectivity 

solutions to the commercial building

automation market, Coactive has the

products, partnerships and the backing

of industry leaders to enable flexible

and effective access to home control

systems. Detailed information on

Coactive products, news announce-

ments, seminars, and support is 

available on the World Wide Web 

at http://www.coactive.com.
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